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and Indian reinforcements were pouring into the
country, and it was wise to be prepared. Why not
offer to lead the Dhafir against Ajaimi, and thus
curry favour with the British ? There was no real
danger in this, for there would of course be no need
for Arab blood to be shed, nor indeed for the tribe
to commit itself unnecessarily. Since the Turks at
Al Ain were reported to have guns, the support of
a gunboat would be necessary, and if all went well
the Dhafir cavalry and camelry might well be
trusted to occupy the village, once the naval guns
had cleared it of the enemy. This might give them
an opportunity of paying off local scores against the
villagers, as well as of getting some inexpensive loot,
Fired with this resolve, Hamud mounted his
camel and rode down to Basrah, without saying a
word to me, and the first we heard of his visit was
an order from G.H.Q,, for a combined attack on
Ai Ain. I had some difficulty in persuading the
General that I was not responsible for this idea, and
he only agreed that the fly-boats should co-operate
on the distinct understanding that the Dhafir would
really attack Ajaimi, and that the Central Indian
battalion which went with them as escort was not
to take any part in the attack*
Once again we stole away up the river, but with a
more important quarry this time, for it would be a
great feather in our caps if we could manage to
round up Ajaimi himself* The stream was running
strongly, and we crept very slowly round the bend of
the river, as we had to keep our small flotilla of two
fly-boats and one stern-wheeler well together- The
first rendezvous was the village of Batha, twenty
miles upstream of Nasiriyah, but when we anchored
there for the night there was no sign of Hamud, A